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PPI – 25-17 – Cloonkett Green Energy Ltd.  

MS Teams Meeting at 12pm  on the 25th June 2025 

Proposal for 14 no wind turbines, access tracks, substations, borrow pits and cabling. 

In attendance: 

Clare County Council 

• Garreth Ruane – Senior Executive
Planner

• Sheila Downes – Environmental
Assessment Officer

• Brian Murphy – Road Design Office
• Alan Kennelly – West Clare

Municipal District Engineer

Applicants: 

• Evan Rossiter
• David McDonnell
• Jim Hughes
• Nadine Walsh
• Noreen Leyden
• Richard Barker
• Trevor Byrne

Issues discussed: 

Applicants gave an overview of the project: 

• 14 no. turbines, 150m in height, 4.5MW per turbine, output of 63MW.
• Vestas V136 turbines proposed
• No connection to Moneypoint – on site loop-in/loop-out
• 5 Borrow pits on site
• 27 Viewpoints – local points considered – designated as ‘Acceptable in Principle’ in the

Dev Plan

Biodiversity (CIEEM) 2018 

Lesserhorse shoe bats on site 

Habitats mapped on site 

FWPM – population in the Cloon River – some at the confluence of the Cloonkett Stream and 
Cloon River  

Peatland – 73.5ha 

1 WFD river crossing on site 



SD: 

• Proposal located along the catchment of the Clondrinagh River which flows into the 
Cloon River which is designated as part of the Lower River Shannon SAC for the presence 
of the Freshwater Pearl Mussel.  

• This is one the 27 SACs for the species in Ireland and is currently at unfavourable 
conservation status. The Draft Cloon Sub-Basin Management Plan identified this upper 
reaches of the catchment as predominately peat substrate which pose a significant risk 
in terms of future development and in particular wind farm developments which require 
the excavation of considerable depths of soil.  

• The Freshwater Pearl Mussel Regulations 20091 require that there are no artificially 
elevated levels of siltation present at the pearl mussel habitat. Given the location of the 
proposal which is located upstream of the known pearl mussel records and habitats, 
careful consideration as to the appropriateness of the application in this location in the 
context of the pearl mussel regulations, the sub-basin management plan and the recently 
published “Guidance on assessment and construction management in Margaritifera 
catchments in Ireland” 2 should be undertaken.  

• Freshwater pearl mussel are extremely sensitive to changes within the catchment and 
therefore maintaining the equilibrium of the habitat (especially in the upper reaches of 
the catchment) with stable substrate, high velocity, and low levels of fine sediment and 
nutrients is essential and relies on sustaining a natural hydrological regime through the 
catchment. Demonstrating this ability will be key to any future application.  

 

AK: 

 
Route identification – bridges/culverts to be surveyed beforehand  

• L-6180 is narrow in parts 
• Concrete trucks will still be required 
• Not going underground with cables is positive  
• If underground new Circular/Guidance on grid connectyions  
• Any roads to be reinstated as currently exist.  

 

GR 

• Site is designated as ‘acceptable in principle’ in the Development Plan.  
• Noted that the Wind Energy Strategy has been in place for sometime however not be 

changed until the Wind farm Guidelines have been published.  
• Noted also however the Climate targets at national and EU level.  
• Application will be made directly to ACP as an SID application – meeting with ACP to 

occur shortly.  

 
1 S.I. No. 296/2009 - The European Communities Environmental Objectives (Freshwater Pearl Mussel) 
Regulations 2009 
2 Margaritifera-Guidance_Ireland_Final-1.pdf 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2009/si/296
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2009/si/296
https://e-mussels.eu/api/content/files/2024/02/Margaritifera-Guidance_Ireland_Final-1.pdf


• Some concerns re proliferation of windfarms in West Clare and adhoc development of 
turbines in the wider area.  

• Visual impact – some concern re views from the estuary. Noted that windfarms 
presently located to the north of the N68 – proposal would be to the south of the N68  -  

• Concerns also in terms of proliferation of windfarms and relevant Development Plan 
policies in respect of protecting amenities.  

• Noted that 25 landholders involved.  
• Cumulative impact of the development needs to be considered in particular in terms of 

the visual impact and existing/permitted windfarms.  
• Importance of public consultation 
• Application, if SID, will be made directly to ACP and the Council will provide a report to 

the Commission as part of any such process.  
 

 

 

 
_______________________ 
Garreth Ruane 
Sen Executive Planner 
25th June 2025 
 

 

 




